Lonstantme
thought of Arianism, viz., one supreme, eterna omnipotent God, God the Father, and a secondar God, God the Son, God and creature in one, an therefore the better fitted to be intermediary betwee the unapproachable God and fallen humanity. Fc how many long centuries had not the worl believed in demi-gods as it had believed i gods? Arianism, on one side of its characte enabled men to cast a lingering look behind on a outworn creed which had not been wholly gross an which had not been too exacting for human frailt] Moreover, there were many texts in Holy Scriptui which seemed in the most explicit language to co roborate the truth of Arius's teaching. " My Fath< is greater than I," so Christ had Himself said, an the obvious and literal meaning of the words seeme entirely inconsistent with any essential co-equalit of Son and Father. The text, of course, is subje< to another — if more recondite — interpretation, bi the history of religion has shewn that the origin < most sects has been due to people fastening upo individual texts and founding upon them doctrine both great and small.
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